Maine Endangered and Threatened
Fish and Wildlife Species List

MAINE ENDANGERED SPECIES

Birds
Golden Eagle — Aguila chrysaetos

Peregrine Falcon — Falco peregrinus (breeding
population only)

Piping Plover — Charadrius melodus**

Roseate Tern — Sterna dougallic*

Least Tern — Sterna antillarum

Black Tern — Chlidonins niger

Sedge Wren — Cistothorus platensis

American Pipit — Anthus rubescens (breeding

Reptiles

Blanding’s Turtle — Emydoiden blandingii

Box Turtle — Terrapene cavolina

Black Racer — Coluber constrictor
Mayflies

Roaring Brook Mayftly — Epeorus frisoni
Damselflies and Dragonflies

Ringed Boghaunter — Willinmsonin lintneri
Butterflies and Moths

Bald Eagle — Halincetus leucocephalus**

Razorbill — Alea torda

Atlantic Puftin — Fraterculn arvctica

Harlequin Duck — Histrionicus histrionicus

Arctic Tern — Sterna paradisnen

Upland Sandpiper — Bartramia longicandn
Mammals

Northern Bog Lemming — Synaptomys borealis
Reptiles

Spotted Turtle — Clemmys guttatn

Loggerhead — Caretta caretta™*

population only) Clayton’s Copper — Lycaena dorvcas claytoni
Grasshopper Sparrow — Ammodramus Edwards’ Hairstreak — Satyrium edwardsii
Savinarm Hessel’s Hairstreak — Callophrys hesseli
Katahdin Arctic — Oeneis polixenes katahdin
MAINE THREATENED SPECIES
Birds Fish

Swamp Darter — Etheostoma fusiforme
Mollusks

Tidewater Mucket — Leptoden ochracen

Yellow Lampmussel — Lampsilis cariosa
Mayflies

Tomah Maytly — Siphlonisca aerodromin
Damselflies and Dragonflies

Pygmy Snaketail — Ophiogomphus howei
Butterflies and Moths

Twilight Moth — Lycia rachelne

Pine Barrens Zanclognatha — Zanclognatha martha

Birds
Eskimo Curlew — Numenius bovealis* /?
Mammals
Gray Wolft - Canis lupus** /?
Eastern Cougar — Felis concolor cougnar* /?
Canada Lynx — Lynx canadensis**
Northern Right Whale — Enbalaena glacialis*
Humpback Whale — Megaptera novacangline*
Finback Whale — Balaenoptera physalus*
Sperm Whale — Physeter macrocephalus*
Sei Whale — Balaenoptera bovealis*

FEDERALLY LISTED ENDANGERED OR THREATENED SPECIES,

currently or historically occurring in Maine but not listed under Maine’s Endangered Species Act

Amphibians and Reptiles
Leatherback — Dermochelys coriacen*
Atlantic Ridley — Lepidochelys kempis*
Fish
Atlantic Salmon — Salmo salar*
Shortnose Sturgeon — Acipenser brevirostrum™
Beetles
American Burying Beetle — Nicrophorus
americanus* /?
Butterflies and Moths
Karner Blue — Lycaeides melissa samuelis* /?

Note: * = Federally listed endangered species
** = Federally listed threatened species
¢ = Current presence uncertain in Maine

* Maines Endangered and Threatemed Wildlife

(For the companion list of endangered and threatened
plants in Maine, contact the Maine Natural Areas Program,
Department of Conservation, 93 State House Station,
Augusta, ME 04333. Phone: 207-287-8046)
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Listing Categories
Maine statute recognizes two categories of listed species:

ENDANGERED: any species of fish or wildlife that has been determined by the commissioner
to be in danger of extinction throughout all or a significant portion of its range. An endan-
gered species is in immediate danger of extirpation from the state because of critically low or rapidly
declining numbers. Habitat loss or degradation, overexploitation, pollution, disease, and competition
with other species are all possible causes for decline. The continued existence of these species in the
state is unlikely without implementing special measures to protect these species or their habitats.

THREATENED: any species of fish or wildlife that has been determined by the commissioner
as likely to become an endangered species within the foreseeable future throughout all or a
significant portion of its range. A threatened species is not in as critical jeopardy of extirpation as
an endangered species, but will probably become endangered if populations experience further
decline. Threatened species include indigenous wildlife that are rare and declining within the state,
and that are likely to become endangered in the foreseeable future. There are no differences in terms
of regulatory policy between endangered and threatened listing categories.

MDIFW keeps a third, unofficial list of Special Concern species. These are not protected by endan-
gered species statutes and have no special legislative protection. However, they are believed to be
vulnerable and could easily become threatened or endangered because of restricted distribution, low
or declining numbers, specialized habitat needs or limits, or other factors. They include species
suspected of being threatened or endangered or likely to become so, but for which insufficient data
are available. Currently, there are just over 100 species on the state’s Special Concern list.

Other terms frequently used in endangered species listing include extinct, extirpated, and endemic:

Extinct: An animal that has died out or is no longer in existence anywhere on Earth. Extinct species that
once occurred in Maine include the passenger pigeon, Atlantic gray whale, sea mink, great auk, and
Labrador duck.

Extirpated: An animal that has been eliminated from Maine, but still occurs elsewhere. Species extir-
pated from Maine, but that still exist elsewhere, include the gray wolf, woodland caribou, Karner
blue butterfly, timber rattlesnake, eastern cougar, American burying beetle, persius duskywing
(butterfly), frosted elfin (butterfly), regal fritillary (butterfly), tawny crescent (butterfly), chestnut
clearwing (moth), wolverine, Eskimo curlew, and common murre.

Endemic: An animal that is restricted to, or present in, a small region and found nowhere else in the
world. Species and subspecies endemic (or near endemic) to Maine include the Katahdin arctic
butterfly, Clayton’s copper butterfly, Tomah mayfly, and Roaring Brook mayfly.

Maine’s Endangered and Threatened Species Lists

Maine has two endangered wildlife lists — one state and one federal. At one time, the Maine Legislature
automatically placed federally listed species on the state list, but no longer. As a result, some species are state-
listed only, others federal-listed only, and some are found on both lists. When species are federally listed, the
listing justification is printed in the Federal Register. This justification includes the species’ historic range,
which may include Maine.

In 1997, MDIFW did not nominate some federally listed species that occur in Maine for consideration for
state listing. Either insufficient data were available to make a listing determination (e.g., gray wolf and eastern
cougar) or the species was believed extirpated from the state (e.g., Eskimo curlew, Karner blue, and American
burying beetle). Some species (e.g., Atlantic salmon and Canada lynx) were federally listed after 1997. In the
future, some federally listed species should be considered for state listing as new data are obtained.

Federally listed sea turtles and whales were dropped from the state list in 1997. After the 1997 state listing
process was completed, MDIFW entered into an agreement with the Maine Department of Marine Resources
(DMR) to give DMR primary responsibility for managing and listing marine turtles and mammals. DMR may
propose that any of these species be placed on the state list using the same state listing process outlined earlier.

o For more information: MDIFW Endangerved Species Program ® 207-941-4466 ® www.mefishwildlife.com ©
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